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THE INSPIRATION FOR THE NETFLIX FILM PENGUIN BLOOM“A triumph that will make your
heart soar” (Sy Montgomery, author of The Soul of an Octopus), this true story follows a family’s
journey of recovery, hope, and courage as they nurse an injured magpie back to health—from
the New York Times bestselling author of The Blue Day Book.When Sam Bloom suffers a near
fatal fall during a vacation, she is left paralyzed and deeply depressed. One of their three sons,
reeling from the tragic accident, discovers an injured magpie chick abandoned after she had
fallen from her nest. The boys name the bird Penguin, for her black-and-white plumage. As they
nurse Penguin back to health, the incredible joy, playfulness, and strength she exudes fortify the
family and especially lift Sam’s spirits.“A unique and remarkable insight into a family dealing with
tragedy and finding their way through it with love, courage, and hope” (Naomi Watts), Penguin
the Magpie reminds us all that, no matter how lost, fragile, or damaged we feel, accepting the
love of others and loving them in return will help to make us whole.

"PENGUIN THE MAGPIE is a triumph that will make your heart soar." -- Sy Montgomery, author
of The Soul of an Octopus"A unique and remarkable insight into a family dealing with tragedy
and finding their way through it with love, courage, and hope." -- Naomi Watts"A gorgeous
book." ― Good Housekeeping"Exquisite beyond words." ― Goodreads“A breath-taking book.
Beautiful in content, spectacular in photos. The connections that Sam and her family make
through love reveal a triumph of the human and of the bird spirit. A spectacular, uplifting and
exquisitely beautiful book.” -- Lynne Cox, author of Grayson and Swimming in the Sink“Animals
can be such loyal friends! Caring and bonding are ancient animal traits indeed, which we share
with other species. This is a remarkable story of human suffering and a rescued bird who returns
the love she received.” -- Frans de Waal, author of Are We Smart Enough to Know How Smart
Animals Are?"This beautiful, profound, life-changing book carries the message that wild birds
have a depth of emotion, intelligence, individuality, and personality with which they can
communicate empathetically and profoundly with people. I find myself returning to this healing
story again and again to marvel at and be inspired by the gorgeous souls of Penguin the Magpie
and her human family." -- Stacey O'Brien, author of Wesley the Owl "A wonderful story of the
interconnections that are possible between wild animals and people and the vital role that nature
plays in human life and healing." -- Bernd Heinrich, author of Mind of the Raven“From the instant
Penguin tumbles from her nest down to the pavement, this book embodies the discovery of how
another being can bring new depth and meaning to our lives, even in the darkest times.Through
nuanced photographs and unassuming prose, it reveals an insight both familiar and fantastical—
hope and healing are within our grasp when we look beyond ourselves.” -- Vint Virga, DVM,
author of The Soul of All Living Creatures"Written from the heart and exquisitely illustrated with



striking photographs, Penguin the Magpie is an emotional journey from the depth of adversity to
the height of accomplishment. Traversing this rugged ground reveals the world of a special bird
and her connection to a family unwilling to fail. Laid bare are the mutual and life-changing bonds
that form between birds and people." -- John M. Marzluff, author of Gifts of the Crow and
Welcome to Subirdia“Here’s to the angels that come in the form of animals and the human
animals that recognize them as such. Sam Bloom and her family remind us that when we take
care of others we heal ourselves. A truly beautiful story. There are odd little birds out there for all
of us--we just have to take the time to see them.” -- Tracey Stewart, author of Do Unto Animals, A
Friendly Guide to How Animals Live, and How We Can Make Their Lives Better"A book that will
make everyone’s heart soar." ― Daily Telegraph"In this sweet story of love and resilience, a wild
bird becomes the one cure for a broken human heart." -- Mark Obmascik, author of The Big
Year"Penguin the Magpie is a truly unique and deeply moving book and that shares an important
message of love, resilience and hope. This beautifully crafted work combats the stigma that
there is no life after sustaining a spinal cord injury and proves that we can find inspiration,
empowerment and joy in the most unlikely places and when we least expect it. With stunning
photographs, an extraordinary true story and a searingly honest portrayal of life after paralysis,
this book addresses that while life may not be perfect, we can all find happiness, purpose and
love even during the most challenging times. As Dana Reeve once said, “find the joy inside the
hardship," the Bloom family takes readers on a journey of how they celebrated the small, yet
important wins and ultimately reclaimed their future thanks to an unlikely feathered hero. On
behalf of the Christopher & Dana Reeve Foundation we are proud to be associated with this
wonderful book and we are grateful to the authors, Cameron Bloom and Bradley Trevor Greive,
and the publisher, Atria Books, for donating a percentage of every book sold to support our work
to find cures for spinal cord injury." -- Peter Wilderotter, President & CEO, Christopher & Dana
Reeve Foundation "Be brave. Be open-minded. Be kind. Be forgiving. Be generous. Be
optimistic. Be grateful for the many unexpected lessons you will learn. Find the joy inside the
hardship. It’s there. I assure you. And, too, be open to inspiration from unlikely sources." ― Dana
ReeveAbout the AuthorCameron Bloom began his career as a surf photographer at the age of
fifteen. Since then his editorial and travel images have been featured in many international
publications. Cameron is also the award-winning cinematographer of Surrender, which was
screened at the London Art Fair.Bradley Trevor Greive became a publishing sensation after the
release of The Blue Day Book in 2000. He has since sold more than 25 million books in over a
hundred countries. In 2014 he was awarded the Order of Australia for his service to literature
and wildlife conservation.
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Wesley the Owl: The Remarkable Love Story of an Owl and His Girl



GoldenBulldog, “Unexpected Heartbreak and Joy. I thought this was going to be a warm tale of
an animal (in this case, bird) rescue. It was much, much more: the true tale of lives of true love
coming to a crashing halt due to an accident. Presented with the interwoven rescue, yes, of an
avian chick blown out of a tree and also needing rescue.The photographs by one of the authors
are quite remarkable, captivating, and ultimately touching, as is the narrative he tells.The
magpie, Penguin, is named by the three young sons of this family, amidst the horror and shock
of nearly losing their mother.The photographs of how this bird becomes totally at one with this
family are both simple and breathtaking.Without spoiling the complete tale, let me just say that it
moved me in unexpected ways and shed light in places I had never been before, mentally or
physically.  A beautiful story I recommend highly.  I don’t think I will ever be without it.”

E.S. Shaffer, “Quick read but we'll worth it. This is a quick read with great photos. I was intrigued
with the idea of a careless bird being cared for and raised by a family and how it affected the
family's life. Cameron, the husband, quickly tells the story of their courtship, marriage,
personalities, and adventures before the magpie comes into their lives. He explains the horrific
accident in Thailand that leaves his wife in a horrible.and terrifying state. Then Cameron tells of
his wife's struggles to deal with her new body mentally and physically. Up to this point.there
aren't many of his wife's photos, especially not facial shots. But one of the things that really
made this story pop was the photography. It really helped tell the story. The last section was
from the wife Sam who very succinctly said how she felt at different stages after the accident,
and in my opinion, was particularly exact in telling the reading what he will be experienced if their
loved one experiences a similar fate as hers. She gives a list of things for the caretaker and
friends to say and not say, as well as things to do and not.do.  I truly enjoyed this book.”

EarlyRetirement4Us, “Perfect Gift for Recovering Patients. What an amazing true and
motivational story about a young mother dealing with the emotional and physical trauma after a
devastating accident. It is a quick read; in fact, we read it in one afternoon to a friend while she
was in intensive care in the hospital. We have also gifted it to another friend recovering from
major surgery.”

Beth, “A Bird, Family, a Tragedy, and Their Winning Story. I love this book and have nothing but
praise for this unique read. It is a love story first off with a tale of tragedy and struggle woven into
the fabric of the Bloom family’s lives. It’s a story of hope and faith. Once Sam decided she
wanted to continue her earth-walk after her accident, she was like a cork in water – she couldn’t
be kept down. She is strong and driven by her love of life, family and a bird in pied feathers - they
kept her a full participant in life. Sam is a fighter and you can’t help but cheer her on and fall in
love with Penguin the magpie as you read their story. Against all odds, Sam is one of life’s
winners – as are all the members of her brave loving family. Sam and Penguin are survivors.



Angels come in all sizes, shapes, and forms. Penguin certainly qualifies as an avian angel with
her loving spirit and wings. This is a truly awesome story of a young family of five (6 including
Penguin), that met with tragedy head-on and conquered what was left in its wake.The story is
told mostly from Mr. Bloom’s point of view and his captivating beautiful photos throughout the
book illustrate his deep love of his subjects.Sam’s frank discussion and advice to spinal injury
survivors and their caregivers is inspiring. I was deeply touched by her statement that right after
her injury she preferred the company of new friends or strangers who only knew her since her
accident but hadn’t know her previously as there was no history to that relationship – no
expectations.”

Elizabeth Kastanotis, “Exceptional in Every Way .... Not only did the wonderful pictures and the
text tell the story of Penguin, but they also told the story of the entire family and how both they
and Penguin worked their way through seemingly insurmountable challenges with grace,
courage, love and laughter. The story is told both sensitively and candidly, sharing with the
reader both the struggles and the triumphs. I read it in one sitting, something I seldom do, and
then read it again. And I've looked at the photographs many times over, as they "tell it all." This
is a wonderful book for any adult (and an adult could certainly share the pictures with a child,
telling only those parts of the story they think the child might understand and be ready for.)
Penguin is a very sensitive and aware creature who brings as much healing to the family as they
bring to him. It is "must" reading for anyone who has suffered severe injuries or who works with
those who have, as well as for those who love reading about animals who are extremely "tuned
in" to the humans around them.  I can't recommend it highly enough.”

Virginia, “Appreciating and Recognizing Sam's Story. Like Sam, I suffered a spinal cord injury as
the result of a fall while on vacation. Mine down an escalator when on the first day of spring
break in 2018 with my granddaughter, Leanne. We had just arrived from Seattle, Washington for
a busy week of planned sight seeing in Washington D.C. Following surgery I spent two months
there in rehab before flying home and spending two additional months in another rehab center. I
enjoyed this story and the photos of dear Penquin but appreciated most Sam's first hand
description of her changed life, it all felt very real and true; my Penquin is Olivia the Cat. I have
recommended this book to my spinal cord doctor and family and friends. Thank you for such a
meaningful read.  Virginia Young”

Kyle, “Sharp, painful, clear. Was told about the movie but then discovered there was a book. And
decided to buy and read it before checking the movie. Wow. The story is told as much by
pictures and what it does not say as by the words used. In fact, there is an economy and
efficiency of vocabulary that so perfectly suited as to be painful. Which is entirely appropriate.
The book and the lives it conveys will cause you to hurt and to heal and to help and to hope.
From my perspective, it is impossible to read and NOT acknowledge the hand of God.”



Stewart1701, “Superb book and a brilliant film. I can without any doubt say whoever reads this
true story will want to share it, it’s a short factual story of how an orphan bird brings a family
suffering a tragedy together by ensuring the mother who suffers an awful injury has to focus on
realising there is life after injury. The book content is based on superb photos with text so it is a
short story but well worth anyone’s time.Now once you have read this get the film as they really
work together, for me I wish I had read the book first as the film is so good in its own right with a
feel bad feel good reality from such a freestyle family.Enjoy or miss something great.”

loraine, “Nope it's not a penguin. Was expecting more of a story like (penguin lessons also a true
story) but it wasn't a penguin and although an amazing story there was a lot of photos, painful
reading amazing grit but not written possibly as well as it could have been. Saying that, it was
recommended by a friend who loved it and it would be a great encouragement for people who
have or are in similar circumstances.”

nanny, “Amazing. This book truly moved me. Sad, warm, thought provoking, questioning of life
and how love can heal.A family who were thrown into the most horrendous situation due to a
freak accident show how love can give strength to go on. Life for Sam is bleak and her resolve to
continue made me think and question at times. How do you continue when life seems so lost?
How does a mother figure of the family continue. How can she survive.I would recommend this
book to everyone who thinks they cannot go on. Life is worth living for and this book show it.
Sam had to be an inspiration to all. Penguin Bloom is a fantastic book. So glad a friend
recommend it to me.”

Karen, “Moving honest and beautiful x. A beautiful heartfelt story that just oozes love, respect,
family, etc. Gorgeous photo’s and written from the heart by the author (the Hero) and a
comprehensive honest account of how the lady felt becoming disabled from an active busy life.
Very humbling and I read it from start to finish. I couldn’t put it down.”

The book by Michael Wombacher has a rating of 5 out of 4.7. 1,192 people have provided
feedback.



Language: English
Paperback: 224 pages
Item Weight: 1.4 pounds
Dimensions: 7.88 x 0.9 x 7.09 inches
Hardcover: 208 pages

http://dl.neutronbyte.com/pdf-file/18oYWaTP/d

